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27 January

B International Holocaust

B Remembrance Day Worldwide

In honor of International Day of
Commemoration in Memory of the Victims of
the Holocaust, popularly known as International
Holocaust Remembrance Day, Yad Vashem
was involved in a large number of events and
commemorative activities in Israel, throughout
the world, online and via social media.

M Yad Vashem Chairman Avner Shalev
participated in a special Israeli Government
Cabinet Meeting on 22 January dedicated to
discussing Holocaust commemoration and the
status of global antisemitism in the presence
of Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and
other ministers. Shalev highlighted the work
and accomplishments of Yad Vashem in the
various international and local forums and
committees for Holocaust remembrance and
commemoration. On 24 January, the Knesset
marked the day in its general assembly.

M On 26 January, Yad Vashem held its
annual symposium for members of the
international diplomatic corps. Ambassadors

"We are fulfilling our
obligation never to forget,
and to keep in mind that
every victim had a story,

a family, a childhood, a
future cut short."

Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu

and representatives from some 50 countries,
including the US, Canada, the UK, France, the
Netherlands, Italy, Spain, Poland, Germany,
Hungary, Russia, Ukraine and Lithuania attended
this event. Following a keynote speech by
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu in the Yad
Vashem Synagogue, the Director of Yad Vashem’s
International Institute for Holocaust Research
Dr. Iael Nidam Orvieto addressed the audience.
In her lecture, Dr. Nidam Orvieto told the story of
Ruth and Meir Kalka, a young Jewish couple who

fled the Czestochowa ghetto and wandered for
some two years from refuge to refuge, until they
were finally liberated. During their travels, Ruth
wrote a diary on a small metal-bound notebook.
Dr. Nidam Orvieto displayed the original diary,
which was donated to Yad Vashem by Ruth and
Meir’s children, to the participants. In addition,
the diplomats toured the exhibition “Stars
Without a Heaven,” which tells the story of the
Holocaust from the point of view of children, and
heard a presentation by Yad Vashem Archives
Director and Fred Hillman Chair for Holocaust
Documentation Dr. Haim Gertner.

W On 27 January, the annual ceremony
commemorating the deportation of Italian Jews
during the Shoah took place at Yad Vashem
in the presence of the Italian Ambassador to
Israel, in coordination with the Italian Embassy.

B The “Generation to Generation-Bearers
of the Holocaust and Heroism Legacy”
organization held a special event under the






