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The following by Richard Blaquiere of Woodstock, New Brunswick was published November 25, 2008 by The 
Daily Gleaner (Fredericton, New Brunswick) on its Opinion Page under the heading: 

Fredericton committee leaves out the facts on Israel 
 

By Richard Blaquiere 

The Fredericton Palestine 

Solidarity Committee, in a recent 
letter to this paper, chastised the 
N.B. Human Rights Commission 
for choosing the Asper 
Foundation’s Holocaust and 
Human Rights Studies program as 
worthy of the N.B. Pioneers of 
Human Rights award.  

    This was done because the Asper
family believes, as do I, that Israel
has a right to exist where it is and
how it is.  

    I also support the contention that,
until the anti-Zionists and anti-
Semites stop their attacks against
the sovereign state of Israel and the
Jewish people around the world, and
until they cease their murderous
rhetoric and stop applauding and
celebrating the deaths of Jewish
children, Israel must and will do
what it has to do to survive.  

    I was one of the authors of
support for this award being given
the Asper Foundation. Through the
Holocaust and Human Rights
Program, Woodstock High School
has brought students to visit the
U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum
every year since 2005.  

    That visit and the study program
that precedes it and the volunteer
hours in the community that are an
essential component of the program
have affected every child who dared
to look into the darkness and be
witness to the evil that men do.  

    Both of my daughters participated
and I am proud to be part of that
program. I have also visited the
death camps of Poland and walked

through the fields where the
ashes of many of the 1.5 million
Jewish children murdered in the
Holocaust were buried.  

    The Fredericton Palestine
Committee cites statistics from
the Palestine Liberation
Organization to support its
position of hostility toward
Israel. It is intellectually
dishonest to present casualty
figures and not mention that
Israel is defending itself from
attacks by terrorists who want to
destroy the country and
intentionally target civilians.  

    The PLO, once sworn to the
annihilation of Israel, is hardly a
bastion of factual and objective
data gathering.  

    Anti-Zionism is the new anti-
Semitism sifted through and
disguised by the rhetoric of
international politics and absent
the politics of compassion. To
be an anti-Zionist is to be anti-
Jewish and opposed to the
existence of the state of Israel.
That is clear.  

    It's a given that the deaths of
innocent civilians are tragic. I
too mourn the deaths and plight
of Palestinian caught up in the
hostilities.  

    The Fredericton Palestine
Solidarity Committee's website,
however, ignores completely the
unprovoked deaths of thousands
of Israeli civilians over the years
since the creation of the state of
Israel in 1948.  

    They choose not to mention

and condemn Palestinian terrorists
and their supporters who murder,
then celebrate the deaths of Israeli
grandmothers.  

    The Palestinian leaders, like the
Fredericton committee, rarely
publicly condemn and denounce
the murderers of Jewish children.
The committee's website is devoid
of anything that suggests that Israel
and the Jews might be victims.
They choose to ignore the fact that
Palestinian terrorists intentionally
hide amongst their own people in
order to maximize civilian
casualties.  

    They choose to ignore the
disturbing phenomenon of
government officials, religious
leaders and the media in several
Arab countries promoting the lies,
even in elementary schools, of the
Protocols of the Elders of Zion and
Holocaust denial.  

    Israel has a legal and moral right
to exist and prosper, and Israel has
a right to protect its children
against an enemy committed to its
destruction.  

    It is that simple. 

 

Reprinted with permission from Richard Blaquiere. 
Note:  The text of this article is the same as the original piece published by The Daily 
Gleaner but this is not a reproduction of the original in its format. 


