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THE widow of a man suffering from 
lung cancer who died of sepsis and 
cardiogenic shock last year is suing 
three city hospitals and two health 
agencies, alleging he wasn’t given prop-
er treatment, ultimately leading to his 
death.

Darlene Demski filed the lawsuit in 
the Manitoba Court of King’s Bench on 
April 3, as executor of the estate of her 
husband, Darrell Demski, who died in 
mid-August last year at age 69.

The suit names the Health Sciences 
Centre, Concordia Hospital, St. Boni-
face Hospital, the Winnipeg Regional 
Health Authority and provincial agen-
cy Shared Health as defendants.

None have filed statements of de-
fence and the allegations haven’t been 
proven in court.

Darlene Demski’s statement of claim 
alleges Darrell was admitted to St. 
Boniface Hospital on May 8 last year 
because of pain in his left collarbone, 
after he struck his bedroom door frame 
with his shoulder.

Medical imaging showed lesions on 
his lung and left clavicle and doctors 
gave him a presumptive lung cancer 
diagnosis, which was to be confirmed 
with further imaging tests at HSC on 
June 6.

Darrell remained hospitalized at St. 
Boniface until he was told he would be 
discharged on May 19.

The lawsuit alleges the hospital physi-
cian caring for Darrell told Darlene he 
didn’t agree medically with a discharge 
— but had been advised by administra-
tors the unit needed to empty eight beds 
prior to the Victoria Day long weekend.

On May 31, paramedics rushed Dar-

rell to HSC’s emergency department 
after he experienced “significant” 
shortness of breath in addition to the 
pain to his left clavicle, the suit said.

He remained in the ER.
HSC representatives told Darlene the 

hospital did not have an available bed, 
but it was believed his symptoms could 
be managed in a low-acuity unit at Con-
cordia, the suit said, despite needing to 
return to HSC for imaging tests a few 
days later.

Results of blood testing at HSC 
showed that Darrell had elevated white 
blood cell counts, among other indica-
tions that he was suffering from some 
form of infection, according to the suit.

On June 1, he advised HSC medical 
workers his urine had indications of a 
urinary tract infection, but no analysis 
of his urine was performed, the suit said.

He was then transferred to Concordia 

on June 2, where his condition “wors-
ened drastically,” the suit said, with 
a significant drop in blood pressure, 
along with further lab results showing 
signs of infection, as well as indications 
his kidneys were shutting down.

“Despite the deterioration in Dar-
rell’s condition, no further medical in-
terventions were taken until later in the 
afternoon of June 3,” the suit reads.

He was taken to urgent care in the 
hospital, where doctors stabilized him, 
before he was transferred to the inten-
sive care unit at St. Boniface Hospital 
that day.

St. Boniface medical professionals 
determined Darrell was suffering from 
cardiogenic shock and sepsis due to an 
infection in his urinary tract. His fur-
ther cancer tests and treatments were 
rescheduled as health workers deter-
mined he needed to recover from the 

infection and resulting illnesses first.
He remained in St. Boniface hospi-

tal, where he was treated for shock and 
sepsis, but he wasn’t able to recover his 
strength to undergo the cancer treat-
ments, the suit alleges.

He was discharged on Aug. 9 and died 
at home four days later.

The lawsuit alleges the defendants 
breached their duty of medical care, 
including by not following up on his 
complaints and indications of his ill-
ness before it got worse. It claims the 
defendants were negligent in doing so.

“Darrell never fully recovered from 
the infections and the resulting shock 
and sepsis that he contracted and that 
were initially under-diagnosed and un-
treated while in hospital, ultimately re-
sulting in his death,” the suit reads.

Widow files suit against hospitals, WRHA, Shared Health
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VICTORY POSE, NOW AND THEN
Gail Asper (second from left) raises a glass Monday to celebrate the 20th anniversary of her father  
Israel Asper’s April 17, 2003, announcement (bottom right) to establish the Canadian Museum for Human 
Rights in Winnipeg. Alongside Asper is Kim Jasper (from left, former chief marketing and communications 
officer for Friends of the CMHR), Moe Levy (former executive director of the Asper Foundation) and  
Diane Boyle (former capital campaign CEO for Friends of the CMHR). The group was re-creating a 2008  
Parliament Hill photo (above right) when federal legislation creating the museum was given royal assent.  
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EACHERS unsure about how to 
start embedding anti-racism in 
their lesson plans need look no 

further than the Canadian Museum for 
Human Rights’ latest project.

Sarah Adomako-Ansah, the muse-
um’s current teacher-in-residence, has 
spent the better part of the last two 
years creating Pass the Mic: Let’s Talk 
About Racism.

The free teaching guide, which is 
being rolled out with educational tours 
for all ages, serves as a starting point 
for educators who are hesitant about 
bringing up topics ranging from micro-
aggressions to allyship.

“‘What is your relationship with rac-
ism?’ It’s such a weird question, but it’s 

one that, I think, needs to be explored 
because whether we like it or not, 
whether we want to admit it or not, we 
all have a relationship with racism,” 
said Adomako-Ansah, who is based out 
of Edmonton, where she taught Grade 6.

“Some of us have benefited from it, 
and some of us are on the other end of 
it, where there’s all sorts of harm that 
comes from it.”

Adomako-Ansah said classroom teach-
ers have a responsibility to support stu-
dents as they learn about the world around 
them and it is inevitable that learners are 
exposed to racism — through personal 
experience, social media, altercations at 
recess or all of the above.

At the same time, she indicated she 
often hears from teachers who are in-
timidated about having frank conver-
sations about race in their classrooms.

When she was named teacher-in-resi-
dence — not long after disturbing video 
footage of a white police officer killing 
George Floyd in Minneapolis sparked 
global unrest in 2020 — she made it her 
mission to equip colleagues with the 
know-how and confidence to create saf-
er schools for racialized students.

Her capstone project includes videos 
featuring three Canadians — Edmon-
ton Olympic bobsledder Dawn Rich-
ardson Wilson, Yukon bhangra artist 
Gurdeep Pandher and Montreal drag 
performer Dimitri Nana-Côté, all of 
whom she recruited — speaking about 
their lives and first-hand experiences 
with biases and stereotypes.

“I wanted students to be able to see 
themselves in many of these different 
identities that these three individu-
als hold,” the creator said, noting she 

wants listeners to learn the toll of seem-
ingly innocent microaggressions, such 
as asking a person of colour if they can
tan.

Complementary lesson plans and 
assignments provide ideas on how to 
discuss privilege, intersectionality and
other topics related to anti-racism in 
classrooms.

The bilingual documents were de-
signed with middle years in mind, 
although they can be adjusted up or 
down to meet students at whatever lev-
el they are in between kindergarten 
and Grade 12.

“Students will understand what it 
means to pass the microphone to oth-
ers,” states an excerpt from the virtual 
cross-curricular resource.

‘What is  your relationship with racism?’
MAGGIE MACINTOSH

CMHR teacher-in-residence creates anti-racism guide for starting uncomfortable, but critical classroom conversations
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